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The Top Sire
President’s Message
In recent weeks, much of NSW has received very useful rain 
enabling cropping programmes to proceed although parts 
of the New England slopes have missed out. Hopefully this 
will soon be rectified with good falls for that area and follow 
up rain for the rest of NSW. This will enable graziers to 
retain essential breeding stock and reverse the trend that 
sees breeding-age Merino ewes sold to the processors.

Prices being paid for Merino lambs are excellent - up to 
$130 per head for well finished lambs.

Wool prices are below expectations, but so also are prices 
for grain which is disappointing for cropping operators. 
While this enables graziers to feed sheep more price 
effectively it is beyond belief that many in agriculture 
cannot see the viability of a Merino operation as part of 
their enterprise. We must strive at all times to promote the 
fact that a Merino enterprise will always compare more 
than favourably with any other enterprise over a 5-year 
period.

Earlier this year and on your behalf, congratulations were 
extended to Wally Merriman, the new AWI board, and 
new CEO, Brenda McGahan. I trust that very soon market 
signals will tell us that their marketing and promotion 
policies are working.

For many years, successive SMBA executive and council 
members have kept membership fee increases to a minimal 
amount. We now find ourselves in a position where we 
must raise additional finance. It has been decided that an 
increase of $70 per stud is necessary to cover the AASMB 
levy and provide the means of funding other activities 
including public relations and promotion. This increase will 
become effective as of 1 January, 2010.

Relative to other state Merino associations and other breed 
societies, I believe it still remains inexpensive and good 
value to belong to the NSW SMBA.

It is essential to provide an ongoing public relations and 
publicity profile. To increase the effectiveness of these 
activities, council has endorsed a plan drawn up by Carol-
Ann and James Derrick for a new look Top Sire which will 
be distributed annually from 2010. 

It is intended that this publication will be self funding 
and generate capital through advertising by commercial 
enterprises as well as member studs. The print-run and 
distribution will be greatly increased reaching more of the 
state’s commercial breeders and it is envisaged that it will 
contain information that can be applied to your enterprise, 
more items of general interest and a greater vehicle for the 
promotion of your achievements.  

With this year’s Rabobank National Merino Sheep Show 
and Ram Sale fast approaching I wish the Dubbo National 
Ram Sale Association a successful three days in Dubbo 
in August. 

I would encourage vendor studs to seriously consider the 
inclusion of at least one March shorn sale ram in their team 
- these are the sheep that are particularly attractive to the 
commercial breeder buyer.

Thank you once again to Carol, Mae and Carol-Ann for your 
untiring efforts for our association and for your continued 
support to the Merino industry.

Rob Lindsay
President NSW SMBA

To exhibit grand champion ram and ewe and thus the Supreme 
Merino (in this case with the ram) at the Great Southern 
Supreme Merino Show in January (see p. 6) would make it 
a great year for any exhibitor. In the case of Guy and Anna, 
Adrienne and Rod Evans of Tara Park, Boorowa however it 
only got better. A month later at the Canberra Royal, the ram 
was again grand champion. 

The best was yet to come when at this year’s Sydney Sheep 
Show, the pair won the medium wool grand champion titles 
with the ewe this time triumphing over the ram to take the title 
of Supreme Merino (pictured above with Guy). The 108 kg 
ewe with 18.1-micron wool was also best junior exhibit of the 
Show and the combination won the March-shorn pair award.

The pair was also part of Tara Park’s 6th Stonehaven Cup 
team with all team members having been sired by the same

Tara Park’s Top Year

(Continued on page 3)
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Tom Ashby to lead AASMB
Tom Ashby, a fourth generation Merino breeder from 
North Ashrose, Gulnare, SA, was elected president of the 
Australian Association of Stud Merino Breeders (AASMB) 
at the association’s AGM during this year’s Sydney Royal 
Easter Show.

He succeeds Will Roberts, Victoria Downs, Morven, 
Queensland whose three-year term concluded in April.

Tom is a former president of the SA Stud Merino Breeders 
Association and has been vice-president of the AASMB 
for the past three years. He is also a panellist on the 2009 
WoolPoll.

During his presidency, he said that he is looking forward to 
increased communication opportunities with commercial 
woolgrowers. 

“I believe that it is important that those who are breeding 
the genetics of the industry stay in close touch with our 
clients, the commercial breeders.

“We are all looking for improved wool prices but we must 
also emphasise on a worldwide basis that breeding of the 
Merino provides a sustainable and renewable food and 
fibre source.”

To this end, Tom said that he looks forward to leading 
the Australian delegation on next year’s trade mission to 
Europe which is aimed at increasing the promotion of the 
Australian Merino. 

SMBA Council takes to the road

Tom also said that a further focus of the AASMB would be 
to identify and monitor opportunities for stud breeders to 
be at the forefront of climate, water and ecological issues 
and transmission of this information to members 

Current NSW SMBA president, Robert Lindsay is the 
AASMB’s new vice-president/treasurer and Carol King 
was re-elected secretary.

Contact: Tom Ashby, ph (08) 8845 2155

The new executive of the AASMB pictured during this year’s 
Sydney Sheep Show, Rob Lindsay and Tom Ashby.

Recently the NSW SMBA Council took its scheduled 
June meeting to the picturesque setting of NSW 
DPI’s Cowra Agricultural Research and Advisory 
Station. 

Management and staff of the station, as well as 
DPI’s Alex Russell, are to be thanked for the warm 
hospitality, excellent meeting facilities and the 
concise briefings on the Information Nucleus (IN) 
Flock project, agronomy trials and meat programme 
prior to the meeting.

It was widely agreed that this had been a very 
positive step in consolidating relationships with a 
view to helping each other achieve their common 
goals. The outcome of the two days was an 
increased sense of cooperation and awareness of 
each other’s roles and needs.

Cowra district agronomist, Jan Edwards with SMBA councillors in 
one of the pasture trials on the Cowra station.

NSW DPI researcher, Gordon Refshauge, outlines the work of 
the Information Nucleus Flock project to SMBA councillors in the 
sheepyards at the Cowra Agricultural Research & Advisory Station.

There was consensus that the sheep presented 
in the Cowra INF were very well managed, of 
excellent size and a good cross-section with no 
apparent bias. 

Those present also agreed that presentations were 
positive but balanced and that the work of the 
project in measuring and assessing new traits in 
meat and wool quality, parasite resistance and 
reproduction would prove useful.

At the conclusion of the briefings the 25 councillors 
from throughout the State were asked to rank 
DPI work areas in importance from their point of 
view and that of the broader wool industry, and 
with no surprises, the top areas of concern were 
flystrike, lice and worms, followed by drought and 
reproduction.
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Sydney 2009

ram, TP4202, their great-grandfather 
having been TP8025 (“Daddy Long 
Legs”), the 2000 Australian Supreme 
Merino Ram.

This is the second time a Tara Park 
ewe has won the Sydney supreme 
title. With seven sheep in Sydney, 
Tara Park bagged 17 broad ribbons 
including grand champion fine wool 
ewe and the most successful exhibitor 
award in March shorn sheep.

Runner-up to Tara Park in the 
Stonehaven Cup was a team from Leo 
and Judy Blanch’s Westvale, Wollun.

Winning the right to represent NSW 
in the National Merino Pair of the Year 
competition in Bendigo was a fine/
medium pair from the One Oak stud of 
Graham and Mary Wells at Jerilderie. 
One Oak also exhibited the winning 
August shorn group.

The grand champion ultrafine ram 
award and champion August-shorn 
ewe title contributed to the ribbon haul 
that gave Boorowa’s Merryville stud 
the most successful exhibitor awards 
in superfine and fine wool classes 
for the 27th time and in August shorn 
Merinos for the 13th time.

Grathlyn stud, Hargraves exhibited the 
grand champion ultrafine ewe and in 
superfines, the grand champion ram 
was shown by Grassy Creek, Rugby 
with Merrignee, Boorowa showing the 
ewe.

Both grand champion fine wool ram 
and fine/medium wool ram were 
exhibited by Langdene, Dunedoo and 
Nerstane, Woolbrook had the grand 
champion fine/medium ewe.

The Belswick stud of Peter and Terrie 
L’Estrange, Condobolin, has had five 
outings to Sydney, the first in 1999, 
and on each occasion has exhibited 
the champion strong wool ewe. This 
year they added the award for grand 
champion strong wool ram and in all 
had five broad ribbon winners which 
combined to make up their third placed 
team in the Stonehaven Cup. 

The Jones family of Darriwell, Trundle 
exhibited the grand champion strong 
wool ewe with a 2-tooth ewe that had 
been sired by the stud’s 2006 strong 
wool champion. 

A fleece nominated by Crookwell 
Show Society in the NSW Country 
Show Champions class won the grand 
champion Merino fleece of the show 

for Doug Picker, “Sunny View”, Bigga. 
The 18.5-micron fleece weighed 5.6 
kg. 
Reserve champion fleece was shown 
by Chris and Cindy Clonan, Alfoxton, 
Armidale and had been shorn from 
their top priced ram of this year’s 
Armidale housed sale which had 
sold for $18,000 to Conrayn and 
Demondrille studs. 
In the year of the Poll Merino as feature 
breed, the Clonans took 6 horned and 
Poll sheep to Sydney and returned 
home with 14 broad ribbons including 
the two major Poll awards and the 
award for most successful August 
shorn Poll Merino exhibitor. Their 
grand champions came from the fine 
wool and superfine classes. The stud 
also won the Objective Measurement 
class.
James and Sheryl Derrick of Karoola 
Downs Poll, Adelong secured 12 
broad ribbons which included grand 
champion strong wool ram and ewe 
and medium  ram,  the Otway Falkiner 
Group and most successful exhibitor 
awards in medium and strong classes 
and in March shorn Polls.

(Continued from page 1)

A full listing of all awards 
from this year’s 110th Sydney 
Sheep Show can be found on 

www.merinonsw.com.au

Sheep Show photos courtesy The Land

Clockwise from right: Graham and Mary 
Wells, One Oak, Jerilderie and Daniel 
Rayner, Pomanara, Sallys Flat with the 
One Oak NSW Champion Pair.
Amie and Peter L’Estrange (top) with 
their Belswick grand champion strong 
ram and Hugh Jones of Darriwell with 
the stud’s grand champion strong wool 
ewe.
Nicky and George Merriman, Merryville, 
Boorowa with the stud’s grand champion 
ultrafine ram.
Chris and Cindy Clonan, Alfoxton Poll, 
Armidale with their grand champion Poll 
ram and ewe of the 110th Sydney Sheep 
Show.
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Expressions of Interest have been rolling in over the past 
year in the AASMB’s Trade Mission to Europe which 
is being timed to also include the 8th World Merino 
Conference in Rambouillet, France. 

Not restricted to Merino breeders, the mission will offer an 
opportunity to everyone involved in agricultural pursuits 
to network with international producers. It particularly 
gives Merino breeders avenues to assess and compare 
Australian genetics with European flocks. 

Prior to the Conference, Quadrant Australia has packaged 
a choice of programmes. The first, departing on 22 April 
2010 will travel through France, Spain and Portugal with 
an option including the Anzac Service at Villers-Brettoneux 
and three days in the Somme region. 

In southern Spain delegates will visit the Extremadura 
region (the “cradle of the Merino”), the Zafra Merino show 
and farms around Caceres and Badajoz. In Portugal there 
will be visits to sheep farms between Evora and Lisbon.

Other options will include a post conference programme 
in Italy where Australian delegates will meet with key 
customers of Australian Merino wool or a study programme 
in Germany and Romania.

In conjunction with the trade mission, there will also be 
time to visit and enjoy the culture and history of each 
country.

All trade mission programmes include the Merinoscope 
technical day on 3 May and the 8th World Merino 
Conference on 4 and 5 May at the Bergerie Nationale, 
Rambouillet.

Conference topics will cover scientific and technical aspects 
of sheep production particularly from the perspective of 
sustainable development. 

At the same time in Rambouillet, the 2010 International 
Wool Textile Organisation (IWTO) will be conducting their 
annual congress.

These two gatherings will be part of a “Wool Week” which 
will also include the Bergerie’s fourth annual Festival of 
Wool Arts.

Rambouillet, France 2010

President of the World Federation of Merino Breeders, Glen 
Keamy with members of the 8th World Merino Conference 
organising committee at the Bergerie Nationale in May.

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME
 
TUESDAY 4 MAY
• Welcome by French officials
• Opening by Mr Nicolas Sarkozy, 

President of the French Republic or 
his representative

 
Session 1 – The Merino and Sheep Production
• Merino sheep and their arrival in Rambouillet, 1701-1787.
• Influence and expansion of Merino sheep in France from 1787 

to the present day.
• Merino sheep in Spain.
• Sheep breeding in Europe and France.

Session 2 – Genetics of sheep breeding
• Genetics of adaptive traits in sheep; behaviour, resistance 

to disease; reproduction for genetic improvement, artificial 
insemination and adaptation to environment and markets.

• French programme of genetic improvement and modern 
reproduction methods.  Application to scrapie.

• Genetic research.
• Conservation of rare breeds and genetic diversity.

Poster Session
General Assembly of the

World Federation of Merino Breeders

Gala Dinner
WEDNESDAY 5 MAY
Session 3 – Merino sheep and sustainable development
• Breeding methods and systems at work; predator control.
• Management of space:

-  Northern Europe – flora and fauna
- Mediterranean Europe - the Arles Merino

• Rambouillet Merino in the USA
• Patagonian Merinos
• Animal welfare: new rules and practices

- European regulations and future prospects
- Animal welfare in Europe
- Sheep transport by road, sea

Session 4 – Merino sheep: a quality product for the future
• Wool quality for production
• User’s expectations, especially for high-quality, ready-to-wear 

and designer clothes
• The woollens industry in Europe
• Working with woollens in French regions - micro-structures
• The Arles Merino Antique sheep
• New non-apparel woollen textile techniques
• Wool economy in Europe
• Mutton: quality and economy in the European Union
 
Closing Session

POSTER EXHIBITS
An exhibition of 100 posters (80cm x 120cm) will 
be available for the use of specialists wishing to 
present their work. Texts to be submitted to the 
Scientific Committee at the Bergerie Nationale.

Visit www.merinoscope2010-.fr

Quadrant Australia is coordinating the trade 
mission programme.
Expressions of interest can be directed to Carol 
King, Australian Merino Centre, ph (02) 9763 2744 
or email carol@merinos.com.au
Travel enquiries to Barbara Le Masle or Peter 
Lloyd, Quadrant Australia, ph (1300) 722 420 or 
email barbara.lemasle@quadrantaustralia.com
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EWES news

Interest in the annual round of flock 
Merino ewe competitions continues to 
increase with organisers reporting solid 
entries and large spectator followings. 
There is consensus from competitors and 
attendees at all ewe competitions that the 
exchange of information and educational 
value are not only invaluable but also 
more important than the awards.
For entrants and local breeders it is also 
the one opportunity to compare what 
other breeders are doing and see large 
numbers of Merinos in their “working 
clothes”. For stud breeders, it is a 
chance to see how their bloodlines are 
performing in different areas and to hear 
from the commercial breeder, the stud 
breeders’ client, about what they are 
striving to achieve.

BERRIDALE
It speaks volumes for the passion of 
generations of Merino breeders when 
they support an event for 80 years. This 
is the case in the Monaro region where 
the 80th Berridale Agricultural Bureau 
Merino Ewe Competition was recently 
conducted.
Berridale Agricultural Bureau was 
founded in 1926 and the ewe competition 
commenced shortly after. At that time, 
ewe competitions were run by many 
others branches of the Bureau and the 
winners judged at regional and then State 
level with sponsorship from The Farmer 
and Settler and the NSW Department of 
Agriculture.
The number of Agricultural Bureaus has 
declined over the years until Berridale 
is one of a handful still in existence. By 
2002, with only 22 branches active, the 
Department rescinded support for the 
bureaus and those remaining, such as 
Berridale, rely for support on members 
and sponsors.
Despite the ongoing drought, thirteen 
flocks of high standard were placed 
before this year’s judges, Andrew Davis, 
Demondrille, Murrumburrah and Bert 
Matthews, “Bedarbidgal”, Hay. The 
heavy cutting ability of the sheep as 
well as the quality of the wools drew 
favourable comment from both.
The two day tour of the Monaro took 
a large spectator fleet from Berridale 
through Rocky Plains, Dry Plains and 
Shannons Flat on the first day and then 
to Michelago, Bredbo, Peak View and 
Countegany the following day.
In only their third year in the competition, 
Dean Incher and his uncle, Peter 
Clugston, “Mayfield”, Dry Plains 
presented an even team of 120 August-
shorn heavy cutting maiden ewes with 
stylish wools to take out first place as 
well as the medium-strong category and 
the small flock trophy. The ewes cut an 
average of 7.3 kg of 19.5-micron wool.

Placed second overall 
was the winning entry of 
the previous two years, 
that of Brett and Jane 
Constance, “Athlone”, 
Peak View. 
The highest placed fine 
wool flock was shown by 
Don Southwell, “Carlean”, 
Bredbo and the novice 
exhibitor’s prize was taken 
out by Lawrence Clifford, 
“Bindaree”, Rocky Plain.  

CONDOBOLIN
The standard of breeding 
in the district is such 
that judges could only 
separate flocks by a point 
or two at this year’s Don 
Brown Memorial Merino 
Ewe Field Day and Competition. They 
went on to say that in any other year, 
each of the 14 entries would have been 
worthy winners.
The unanimous decision of Roger 
Polkinghorne, Charinga, Berrimal, Vic, 
and Kim Henderson, Grogansworth, 
Bowning was to present the award to an 
outstanding entry from Kirk Bros (Noel, 
Jeff and Tom) of “Pine Park, Condobolin 
for a flock that is also classed by Tom. 
In commenting on the winning flock, 
Roger said “It is a compliment to your 
excellent management, very good 
classing, good genetics and clear 
aims and goals in having achieved 
excellence.” 
In agreeing, Kim said “It was a pleasure 
to inspect and handle this superb mob 
- a marvellous example of the Modern 
Merino.”
They said that the flock had bright soft 
medium wool with great lustre and 
comprised structurally outstanding, big 
heavy cutting ewes.
The second-placed flock was that of 
Brian and Lois Terry, “Kookaburragong” 
for their Genanegie blood 
flock classed by Barry 
Crouch. Judges viewed 
the flock as very even and 
heavy cutting with very 
good growth, excellent 
confirmation, muscling 
and lambing percentage 
and very well classed for 
type.
Third place went to 
Paraway Pastoral Co, 
“East Borambil”. This 
flock, under the ownership 
of John and Anthea 
Sutherland (who now 
manage “East Borambil” 
since selling it to Paraway 
Pastoral Co last year) 
was the 2008 winner. 

The Pooginook blood flock is classed 
by Neville Kelly and judges liked the 
structural soundness of the medium to 
large framed ewes commenting on the 
bright, white, soft wools stating “Your 
flock continues to set an example for 
excellence.”
Discussion was heightened by a crowd 
of 170 spectators over two days which 
included a number of stud breeders, 
classers, eight former judges and a 
contingent of eight from Berridale.

LAKE CARGELLIGO
In his fourth year in the Lake Cargelligo 
Show Society Maiden Merino Ewe 
Competition, Tim Rossiter, “Youngara”, 
Ungarie took the honours in the 
competition’s 14th year.
His Haddon Rig bloodline flock of 20.6-
micron wool had 101 per cent lambing,  
with judges Ross Wells, Willandra, 
Jerilderie and Angus Beveridge, Wyuna, 
Armatree appreciating the evenness and 
heavy cutting ability of the large framed 
flock.

Winner of the 80th annual Berridale Agricultural Bureau 
Merino Ewe Competition, Dean Pincher (centre) with 
judges, Andrew Davis, Demondrille, Murrumburrah and 
Bert Matthews, “Bedarbidgal”, Hay.

Tom and Jeff Kirk of “Pine Park”, Condobolin, winners 
of this year’s Don Brown Memorial Merino Ewe 
Competition.

(Continued on page 8)
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Wool prices continue to be volatile, 
especially in the wake of the global 
financial crisis, but the longer term 
outlook is for more upside to Australian 
wool prices according to Rabobank 
analyst Adam Tomlinson (pictured 
below).

“The Eastern Market Indicator has 
bounced between a three year average 
of $AU8.6/kg clean and a three year 
low of $AU7.2/kg clean since October 
2008.
“Although the lower Australian dollar 
has helped Australian wool prices and 
exports during the global economic 
slowdown, it’s the outlook for tight 
supply and available wool quality 
that continues to underpin Australian 
wool prices. The low prices that were 
experienced at times in the 1990s are 
not expected to reoccur in the near 
term,” Mr Tomlinson says.
However, the impact of the global 
economic crisis on the biggest 
importers of Australian wool (China, 
the EU and India) has flowed through 
to the wool industry. 
The bleak economic outlook in 2009 
for major textile consuming regions like 
the US and the EU means consumer 
confidence is falling as unemployment 
rates rise reducing the amount of 
spending on discretionary products 
like woollen textiles.
It is expected that the bales of wool 
sold in Australia during the 2008/09 
wool selling season will be down by 
over 10 per cent compared to the 
previous year and down by over 20 
per cent from the levels experienced 
two years ago in 2006/07.
This fall in bales sold directly flows 
to the amount of Australian wool 
destined for overseas and out of the 
three largest importers of Australian 
wool the EU has been hit the hardest 
by the financial crisis. As a result of 

this, shipments to the EU have fallen 
by over 30 per cent.
“Italy are large buyers of the finer 
wools and at times have been almost 
entirely absent from the market place 
which has flowed directly onto the 
top end of the market squeezing the 
premiums for finer wools.
“However in the medium- term, wool 
prices are expected to rebound and 
the extent of the rebound will be 
determined by world economic growth 
and the price of alternative fibres, such 
as synthetics and cotton.
“Longer-term it is likely that upward 
pressure on wool prices will remain, 

as wool production has the potential 
to decline in major wool growing 
regions due to the competitiveness of 
alternative enterprises. 
“Without upward pressure on wool 
prices it is difficult to see Australian 
sheep numbers primarily used for 
wool production remain at current 
levels,” Mr Tomlinson says.

Rabobank Australia is part of the 
international Rabobank Group, the 
world’s leading food and agribusiness 
bank. Rabobank is one of Australia’s 
largest rural lenders and a major 
provider of corporate financial services 
to the food and agribusiness sectors.

Wool: Better Prices on the way
but not just yet

GSSM Canberra 2009
Michael White, Rabobank 
senior manager, Goulburn, 
sashes the supreme exhibit 
of this year’s Great Southern 
Supreme Merino Show in 
Canberra, held by exhibitor, 
Guy Evans of Tara Park, 
Boorowa. 
The ram was also junior 
and grand champion ram 
and subsequently took out 
the grand champion ram 
title at the Royal Canberra 
Show in February and was 
grand champion ram at the 
Sydney Sheep Show in April, 
only beaten in Sydney by 
his half sister which had 
placed second to him at the 
Canberra fixtures.

The Rayner family’s Grathlyn 
stud, Hargraves secured the 
top price at this year’s Great 
Southern Supreme Merinos 
Sale in Canberra in January  
with this 17.1-micron ram 
which sold for $10,000 to the 
McDonald family of “Oakvale”, 
Williamsdale, ACT. With the 
ram are Max Rayner snr, Brett, 
Aaron and Michael McDonald 
and Andrew Rayner. 

Photos courtesy The Land

A full listing of all results 
of this year’s GSSM Show 

& Sale can be found on 
www.merinonsw.com.au
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Welcome ...
To newly registered NSW studs:

• SIMS UARDRY POLL P F No 1387
 Charles Mills (Uardry) Pty Ltd, “Uardry” Hay

• BANKSIA DOWNS POLL P F No 1388
 Charlie Banks, t/a CH & LM Banks, “Mt Elliot”, Yass

• GLENBURNIE F No 5059
 Paul Pittman, t/a Glenburnie P/S, “Mt Agnes”,
 Walcha

• CANARY ISLAND F No 2770
 Transfer from Victoria to Chalmers Acacia
 Partnership, “Tuppal Creek”, Deniliquin

Lousy No More

Contact:
Robert Ryan
Ph: (02) 9892 0700

John Gray         
Ph: (02) 9892 0807
Mob: 0408 414 478

Michael Wright
Ph: (02) 9892 0704
Mob: 0419 826 301

Tony Evans
Ph: (02) 49 653 522
Mob: 0427 661 949

BADGERY LUMBY

THE COMPANY PROVIDING 
PERSONAL SERVICE

Wool Broker  -  Property & Livestock Agents        
 Finance & Insurance        

Proud to support the Merino Breeders Association

SCHUTE BELL
New Lice Test
A sensitive new test that can diagnose lice infestations at 
shearing is now available to wool producers. The laboratory 
test is the culmination of many years’ financial investment 
and co-operative research between NSW DPI, Australian 
Wool Innovation and CSIRO Livestock Industries. 
DPI researchers who developed the laboratory test believe 
it will be highly economical and give producers confidence 
to eliminate dipping or backlining as a precaution.
“The test could be used as part of management strategy 
or to eradicate lice from properties and/or reduce chemical 
usage and hence residues in wool,” DPI’s Paul Young 
said.
“It uses washings from the cleaning of shearers’ combs 
and cutters. The washings detect protein from chopped 
up lice that is trapped in grease that accumulates on the 
combs and cutters as lousy sheep are shorn.”
To be run at DPI’s Elizabeth Macarthur Agricultural Institute 
(EMAI), Camden, the test is based on ELISA technology.
The EMAI team says the test can pay for itself many times 
over if producers choose not to dip, or back-line sheep 
that would have been treated “just in case they had lice”.
The test uses samples submitted by or on behalf of 
producers. “Proper sample collection is absolutely 
essential and unless done correctly will invalidate the test 
results,” Mr Young said.
The EMAI team advises producers not to be tempted to 
sample only some of the mob.

What to expect in your kit ...
The Sheep Lice Detection Test Kit contains a “Detailed 
Information Sheet” that provides some background 
information on how the test works, correct sample 
collection, some precautionary advice on sample collection 
and answers the question of how many bottles you will 
need and what to do if your sample is positive. The test 
can be used in several different ways to allow producers to 
make better flock management decisions.
The test will be valuable for producers who:
• Suspect they may have lice but aren’t sure
• Don’t think they have lice and want to save the cost of 

an unnecessary treatment
• Had a lice problem at last shearing, treated those sheep 

and now want to know whether they’ve got rid of lice
• Want to check whether a newly introduced mob (or a 

mob returning from agistment) has lice
• Suspect lice pressure from a neighbour, and want to

(Continued on page 8)

25 to 27 August 2009
McInnes Pavilion, Dubbo Showground

Over $45,000 in prizes
Judging Commences: 10.00am Tuesday 25 August
   8.30am Wednesday 26 August
Auction Commences: 11.00am Thursday 27 August

Judging of the Rabobank Supreme Australian Ram
Cocktail Party - Wednesday 26 August

Enquiries:
Stephen Lindsay, secretary, ph (02) 6869 9653

Email: admin@dubboramsale.com.au
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EWES news

BOOKHAM
Runner-up in last year’s Bookham 
Agricultural Bureau Merino Ewe 
Competition, Rosemary Mitchell of 
“Kingslea” Bookham, went one better this 
year, only her second in the competition, 
taking out the major prize with her line of 
250 Grogansworth-blood ewes.
Judges, John Alcock, Greenland, 
Bungarby and Hay-based classer, Chris 
Bowman found the sheep to be not only 
highly productive but also heavy cutters 
of 20-micron wool with exceptional staple 
length. They agreed that the ewes had 
excellent muscle and bone structure and 
could be classed as stud ewes.
In a reversal of last year’s results, the 
second placed flock was that of Sam and 
Rowena Weir of “Bertangles”, Bookham 
with their Bogo blood flock.
The Bookham competition has been 
conducted since 1962.

WEST WYALONG
In this year’s West Wyalong Merino 
Breeders Ewe Competition, line honours 
went to Andrew and Catherine Koop, 
“Winnora” Girral for their Austral-Eden 
blood flock.
Second place was awarded to John 
and Leanne Staniforth, “Norwood Park”, 
Tallimba for their flock on Laurel Park 
blood. On the same bloodline was the 
third placed flock of Studholme Pastoral 
Company, “Arkell”, Weethalle.
This year’s judges were sheep classers, 
Michael Elmes, Narrandera and Allan 
Clarke, Dubbo.

CROOKWELL
A new ewe competition joined the circuit 
this year with the inaugural ANZ Perpetual 
Trophy Crookwell Flock Ewe Competition 
boasting a very commendable 23 entries 
and large spectator fleet.
The winning flock was that of Brad and 
Maria Cartwright, “Kempton”, Laggan 
with their flock of Thalabah-blood ewes. 
Another Laggan entry, that of Peter and 
Cheryl Anderson of Coral Ridge Pastoral 
Co, took second place honours for a team 
based on Stockton blood.
In third place was the Uardry-blood entry 
of the Picker family of “Pleasant View”, 
Binda.
Competition judges were Allan Dawson, 
Winyar, Canowindra and Matthew 
Coddington, Roseville Park, Dubbo.

 check whether any lice are present in 
a mob or mobs running next to that 
neighbour

• Want to check whether a newly 
introduced mob (or a mob returning 
from agistment) has lice

• Suspect lice pressure from a neighbour, 
and want to check whether any lice are 
present in a mob or mobs running next 
to that neighbour

• Want to check whether mobs whose 
lice control has been managed 
differently have lice, For example:
- A mob in which lice might have 

survived on untreated lambs
- Flocks with split shearings
- A flock in which two different lice  

treatments were given the previous 
year.

For individual producers, the first 
decision may be to find out if the whole 
farm flock is affected by lice, or if only 
one or more mobs that are at greater risk, 
are affected. Such mobs might not have 
been treated after their last shearing, 
might share a common fence line with 
a neighbour’s lousy sheep, might have 
been on agistment, or might have been 
purchased since last shearing. If the most 
at-risk mob is shown to be free of lice 
that might provide some producers with 
sufficient confidence for them to decide 
not to treat any sheep.
To be this confident it is essential that the 
most at-risk mob is sampled thoroughly. 
This means sampling the entire mob. Each 
kit can be used for up to 250 sheep. 
For larger mobs, more samples must 
be collected and you will need to have 
sufficient kits available when shearing 
begins. Do not be tempted to sample 
only one mob. If there are only a few 
lousy sheep in a mob you could miss 
them unless all sheep contribute to the 
sample(s). 
For example, DPI biometrician, Dr Idris 
Barchia advises that if only 5 sheep in a 
mob of 500 are lousy (i.e. 1%), you would 
have to collect the samples from the 
shearing of at least 359 sheep to be 99% 
sure that the test would give a positive 
(lice present) result. Or, put another way, 
after collecting samples from 359 of the 
500 sheep, there would still be a 1% 
chance that the 359 did not include any 
lousy sheep. There would still be some 
doubt. 

If you are going to the trouble of collecting 
samples, you might as well make sure 
that you can be confident in the results of 
the test – so sample the whole mob.
In many instances, more than one mob 
may be suspected of being lice infested. 
At worst, the whole flock might be 
affected. In these circumstances, it may 
be more cost effective to treat the whole 
flock rather than test each mob.
How not to use the test …
No lice control products applied to long-
wool sheep carry label claims to eradicate 
lice infestations. Some products reduce 
lice numbers to the extent that lice 
become difficult to find, but producers 
should realise that although the infestation 
has been “controlled”, it has not been 
eliminated. There is no point in conducting 
lice detection tests on mobs of sheep that 
have been treated in long wool for a lice 
infestation. These sheep will need to be 
retreated off-shears or in short wool (up 
to 6 weeks after shearing). If no lice are 
then evident during the subsequent 12 
months, it would be appropriate to do a 
lice test after the next shearing.
What the test results will tell you …
The report you receive from the laboratory 
will be a clear statement about the test 
results for individual samples. It could 
read;
“The result for Sample X collected on (date 
of collection), indicated the presence (or 
absence) of sheep lice protein. This result 
is consistent with lice being present (or 
absent) on the sheep shorn to collect this 
sample.”
As DPI has no control over the on-farm 
collection or handling of samples, they 
will not issue statements such as “Mob 
X is free of lice” if a negative result is 
obtained. Moreover, as DPI has no control 
over what happens to the sheep after 
sample collection and testing, the results 
provided are valid only for that date.
Tests will each cost $130.15 (incl. 
GST). Price includes the cost of the 
sample collection kit and freight to the 
laboratory.
Test results will be available within 3 days 
of sample receipt by the laboratory.

For further information or to request a 
kit, please contact Paul Young or Narelle 
Sales by phone on (02) 4640 6433 or 
email paul.young@dpi.nsw.gov.au or 
narelle.sales@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Multi Vendor Sales 2008-2009 Season
Sale Sold Ave. $ Top $ Vendor

Armidale Housed 64 2781 18,000 Alfoxton, Armidale

Armidale Unhoused 67 1033 3800 Alfoxton, Armidale

GSSM, Canberra 47 2306 10,000 Grathlyn, Hargraves

MMA, Cooma 25 752 2500 Round Plain, Berridale

Dubbo National 63 4763 20,000 Roseville Park, Dubbo

Mudgee 38 1607 4500 Merryville, Boorowa

(Continued from page 5)

(Continued from page 7)

2010 Ewe Competitions
A contact list for Merino ewe 

competitions is available on the 
SMBA’s website

www.merinonsw.com.au
and can be found by following the 
Show & Sales Menu to the Events 
Calendar. Dates for 2010 will be 

added when confirmed later this year.

New Lice Test


