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The Top Sire

President’s Message

Historic Stud Changes Hands
One of the great parent or impact studs of the twentieth 
century is changing hands.

The new custodians of Bundemar Merino stud, Tom and 
Kate Kirk, are not only excited about their acquisition but 
also keenly aware of the historic legacy that is now in their 
hands and the role the stud has played since its foundation 
in the late 19th century and registration (as Flock No 11) 
in 1901.

They have also expressed excitement that the stud is 
“coming home to the Central West”, the Kirk’s “West 
Borambil” on the Lachlan River at Condobolin representing 
a similar environment to the stud’s birthplace in Warren.

The environment, coupled with the realities of economics, 
is behind the decision of the Vickery family of “Dobikin”, 
Bellata to part with the stud that they purchased in 1981.

As stud principal, Peter Vickery, explained, “We love our 
Merino sheep but have arrived at a different direction based 
on the economics of our area and where the future lies.

“We will be concentrating more on farming and intensive 
cattle breeding which are both more suited to this area.”

Peter’s family, which has been engaged in Merino breeding 
and the stud industry since 1912 (when Peter’s grandfather 
purchased “Big” Willandra at Booligal in partnership with 
T.A. Field) said, “This was not a decision taken lightly, but 
as with all industries and professions, you’ve got to keep 
evolving in what you do and where you live. You can’t fight 
economics and you can’t fight change.”

On the transfer of the stud he said, “We are delighted that 
Tom has acquired the stud and to know that it is going 
to someone who is keen and dedicated and to whom it 
is giving the opportunity of further advancement in the 
industry.”

There is no doubting Tom Kirk’s passion and commitment 
for the Merino. He has been involved in a successful 
commercial breeding enterprise for many years and was 
also a principal of the Condomar stud. 

Commenting on his purchase, Tom said “Although we 
have been producing good rams for our own flock since 
dispersal of Condomar in 2003 (based on Bundemar), 
we don’t have the numbers to expand and I am finding it 
difficult to increase numbers along with quality. 

“The 500 ewes included in this purchase give me the 
opportunity to be more ruthless in the selection of the

(Continued on page 4)

Grathlyn’s Triumph

Displaying Grathlyn Triumph, supreme Merino of the 2008 
Sydney Sheep Show at the Royal are Max (Jnr) and Gai, 
Brooke and Andrew Rayner of Grathlyn, Hargraves.

Greetings to you all.

The Sydney Royal Show has again been held and by 
consensus the Merino sheep were of exceptional quality. 
All exhibitors can be proud of the genetics that they are 
producing. 

Special congratulations to the Rayner family of Grathlyn 
who produced the supreme Merino, a magnificent ultrafine 
ram of great size and correctness. 

Mention must also be made of the grand champion ewe 
exhibited by the McLarens of Nerstane, considered by 
many to be as good as any ewe ever shown in Sydney. 

All other prize winners are acknowledged on the 
association’s website and we congratulate them all. We 
wish the Cox family of Langdene all the best as they 

(Continued on page 7)
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Year to Remember
2008 could be ‘year to remember’ for Australian agriculture

According to an industry report, 
2008 is shaping up as a ‘year 
to remember’ for Australian 
agriculture, as promising early 
rainfall and a positive outlook for 
continuing high commodity prices 
give cause for optimism.
In its annual Australian Agriculture in 
Focus report, Rabobank, the world’s 
leading food and agribusiness 
bank, says continued high global 
commodity prices and a return to 
normal seasonal conditions are the 
two key factors which will determine 
the fortunes of Australia’s farmers in 
2008.  The chance of both occurring 
in 2008 appears to be good.
“Undoubtedly the stakes are much 
higher for many Australian farmers 
in 2008.  After two consecutive years 
of drought and with farmers’ costs 
rapidly rising, a good season is badly 
needed to rebuild battered farm 
balance sheets,” the report says.  
“For most, 2007 will be remembered 
as a year of lost opportunity. The 
lack of rainfall in 2007 was damaging 
and particularly frustrating in light 
of the exceptional performance of 
many agricultural commodity prices 
through the year.  
“However, expectations are for prices 
to remain high in 2008, which will 
provide hope that losses in recent 
years can be recovered quickly 
should the season allow.  
“If the positive La Nina climatic 
cycle continues to emerge and the 
rains come, 2008 could be a year to 
remember for Australian agriculture.”

Global Commodity Boom
The Rabobank report says the coming 
year will be important in determining if 
the current boom in soft (agricultural) 
commodity prices emerges as a 
longer-term phenomenon or whether 
the strong price rises witnessed in 
2007 were merely an aberration, with 
global agricultural prices to return to 
their familiar downward trend in real 
terms over time.  Early in 2008, the 
trend looks positive for higher prices 
to be sustained.
Rabobank Australia & New Zealand’s 
head of Food & Agribusiness 
Research, Bill Cordingley, says 

a “structural uplift in pricing” is 
clearly emerging for agricultural 
commodities.
“This is based on fundamentally 
higher food demand driven by global 
population growth and increasing 
global wealth, the emergence of 
new demand from the energy sector 
as renewable fuel (ethanol and 
biodiesel) and a limited ability to grow 
supply rapidly enough to match this 
demand growth,” he says.
“There is a growing belief that global 
demand will remain structurally higher 
than supply for some time, keeping 
prices strong.  It is certainly difficult 
to see any solution to the structural 
supply shortfall in the short term and 
global soft commodity prices can 
be expected to remain well above 
their long-term average throughout 
2008.”

Seasonal Conditions
The report says that substantial rainfall 
in Australia’s eastern agricultural 
zones in late 2007 and over the early 
weeks of 2008 is giving cause for 
optimism for the coming season.
“While the rains came too late last 
year to rescue winter crops in many 
areas, they have provided a good 
base for a successful summer 
cropping program and the resulting 
pasture growth will also restore some 

confidence to the livestock sector 
and see a firming in prices in the 
early months of 2008,” Mr Cordingley 
says.
“Furthermore, those with winter 
cropping programs are likely to 
enter autumn with much better soil 
moisture levels than was the case 
12 months earlier, making it safer to 
plant when the time comes.”
Given the level of recent rains and 
the expectation for more, the report 
says there is also some hope that 
irrigation reservoirs and underground 
water reserves will begin to build in 
2008/09, assuming strong winter/
spring rainfall.
“However, the rainfall will need to 
be very substantial for the irrigation 
industry to enter 2008/09 with 
anything better than critically-low 
irrigation water availability,” the report 
says.
Rabobank Australia is a part of the 
international Rabobank Group, 
the world’s leading specialist in 
food and agribusiness banking. 
Rabobank Australia is one of 
Australia’s leading rural lenders and 
a significant provider of business 
and corporate banking and financial 
services to the Australian food and 
agribusiness sector.  The bank has 46 
branches throughout Australia. For 
information phone 1300 303033.

Paul Walton, Wurrook, 
Rokewood, Vic, exhibitor 
of the supreme exhibit at 
the 2008 Great Southern 
Supreme Merinos Show 

in Canberra, pictured 
with Rabobank senior 

manager Michael White, 
and rural managers 
Martin Stinson and 

Richard Knight, all of 
Goulburn.

Photo courtesy The Land
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Tops of Season 2007-08

Increased averages have been the 
story at the majority of on-property 
sales in the 2007-2008 selling season 
along with higher clearances. 
Elders stud stock specialist, Bevan 
Jolly, attributes this improvement 
to a number of factors that were 
prevailing during the selling season 
including the improved wool market 
and better seasonal conditions. He 
also said that people were sick of 
failed crops and Merinos are always 
making money.
On-property the top money through 
season 07-08 went to Pooginook, 
Jerilderie ($13,000), as recorded 
in the last issue of The Top Sire, 
followed by Uardry, Hay ($12,000). 
Next of those results submitted was 
Egelabra, Warren ($11,000) and, 
in the second half of the season, 
Queenlee, Uralla ($10,000).
The highest reported averages for the 
entire season have gone to Severn 
Park, Cooma ($2029) and Westvale, 
Wollun ($1975). Next was Lorelmo, 
Armidale  ($1965) and Yalgoo, 
Walcha ($1917) 
For full results of the 2007-2008 ram-
selling season, visit www.merinonsw.
com.au

Tops of the Season
Top priced ram of the second half of 
the 2007-2008 ram-selling season 
was the 16.2-micron ram offered 
by Tony, Barb and Phillip Carlon, 
Queenlee, Uralla. Selling for $10,000 
the ram is pictured above with 
buyer Michael Mayled, manager of 

“Balnagowan”, Guyra who purchased 
the ram on behalf of owners, Jean 
and Edna McKay. Also pictured are 
Tony Evans, NSW manager, Schute 
Bell Badgery Lumby, Newcastle and 
Phillip Carlon.

Season’s Best Average $2029
The highest average of the 2007-2008 
ram-selling season was achieved by 
the well-known Severn Park Merino 
stud of Charlie and Fiona Massy, 
Cooma, presently approaching its 
full dispersal sale unless the stud is 
sold as a whole by early May.

Severn Park principal, Charlie 
Massy is pictured above with Neville 
and Dean McIntosh, Carrabungla 
stud, Laggan, buyers of the $4000 
equal top-priced ram at the stud’s 
November on-property ram sale. 
Severn Park cleared 76 of 80 rams on 
offer to achieve their $2029 average.

A Fine Centenary
Celebrating their Centenary in ‘fine 
style’ were Leo and Judy Blanch, 
Westvale, Wollun whose on-property 
sale in January recorded not only 
the second-highest average for the 
season but also 100 years since the 
first Blanch settled “Westvale”. 
This year also represents 60 years 
since the foundation of the New 
England-based stud which recorded 
an on-property average of $1975, as 
well as the fifth highest price of the 
season at $8250.
Westvale’s top priced, 17-micron 
ram was purchased by Allan and 
Kevin Ball, “Meldon”, Uralla who 
are pictured below with Westvale 
principal, Leo Blanch, Tony Evans, 
Schute Bell Badgery Lumby’s NSW 
manager and Westvale overseer, 
Scott Matthews.

$11,000 at Egelabra
Egelabra’s top price of $11,000 in 
October was the third highest of the 
selling season. The Warren-based 
stud sold the ram, pictured left, to an 
undisclosed buyer from the state’s 
north. With the ram are the stud’s 
general manager, Cam Munro and 
overseer, Simon Oates. 

Photos this page courtesy The Land

Multi-Vendor Sales
SALE NO TOP AVE
  $ $
Armidale 83 18,000 3654
Armidale Unhoused 81 7750 1436
GSSM, Canberra 59 16,000 2507
MMA, Cooma 40 2300 1038
Dubbo National 60 14,750 3541
Mudgee 42 14,000 2938
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In opening this year’s Sydney Royal Sheep Show, David 
Boyd, a director and recently retired chairman and chief 
executive of Clyde Agriculture, included comment on 
progress in Merino breeding.
In particular he drew attention to productivity, saying “While 
the Merino segment (of Australian agriculture) has often 
been criticised for its lack of productivity increases, con-
siderable progress has however been made, particularly in 
producing more wool of lower micron on larger animals.”
“This real progress is masked in the aggregate figures,” 
he said.

Mr Boyd went on to say, “As for being yesterday’s 
business, reflect on the fact that over the last 15 years, 
in the face of generally low prices, but with premiums for 
finer wools, and throw in the worst drought in Australia’s 
recorded history, the industry has adapted by halving the 
total sheep flock whilst doubling the production of wools 
19 micron and finer. 
“I am not talking in percentage terms, but in absolute 
quantities.”
The graph below, provided by AWTA, illustrates Mr Boyd’s 
point.

Fine Figures

top end of our stud. The top end will 
create the ‘specials’ and I will be able to 
increase selection pressure on lambing 
percentage and carcase traits while 
maintaining a productive skin.”
Tom said he admired the two-tiered 
structure of the early stud further 
advanced by E.I. (Ted Snr) Body and 
planned similarly to breed ‘specials’ and 
‘generals’.
Tom who also has an extensive sheep-
classing run said “The important thing 
about classing is to look at a flock and 
think about what you have to do to take 
it to the next level, and that’s how I want 

to build the stud and my client base – by 
getting out and doing the classing and by 
taking clients’ sheep to the next level all 
the time.”
He said, “My classing clients will get first 
choice of the special rams. I aim to maintain 
the integrity of the stud right through and 
be fully aware of the importance of clients 
to the stud.”
Ranking highly in his aims however is “to 
breed good sheep and to enjoy doing it.”

Tom and Kate Kirk are pictured at left on the 
banks of the Lachlan River at “West Borambil”, 
Condobolin, with children, Sophie, Jack and 
Lucy.

Historic Stud Changes Hands
(Continued from page 1)

Australian Fine Shorn Wool Production
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The success of the Elders Online 
Global Wool Auction has again been 
proven with another great result. 

With a total offering of just over 2,700 
bales, the recent sale was successful 
due to the overwhelming contribution 
by growers in all states and the 
support of buyers from both Australia 
and China.

The auction was heavily supported 
by Australian-based buyers including 
ABB, BWKE, Chargeurs, Fox and Lillie, 
Kathaytex and Lempriere. Overseas 
buyers included Hengshengda 
International, Zhong’Ao Wool 
Combing, Tianyu and Zhejiang 
Zhongxin Wool Spinning.  

Elders Global Auction coordinator, 
Colin Donohue, commented that 
they had four new buyers in this 
auction which include Hengshengda 
International, Chargeurs, Fox and 
Lillie, Kathaytex and Lempriere.

“Buyers will support the sale when 
we have volume and ZM40 is a clear 
example of this increased support.

“Most wools sold at approximately 
10-20c/kg clean above the pre-
Easter close of the southern market 
indicator, with the odd lot finer than 
20 micron being heavily sought after 
with a top price of 1128c/kg greasy. 
Poorer styles and lower strength 
wools were up to 10c clean dearer.

“Offering 327 bales of crossbreds, an 
excellent result was achieved - the 
finer end, sold up 10-20 clean and 
the broader end up 5 to the close.”

Elders General Manager Wool, Mark 
Rodda, commented that it was a 
great all-round effort by the states to 
contribute wools to this sale.

“It’s all about offering our clients 
options in marketing their wool. The 
global wool auctions complement 
Elders continuing investment in 
making the exchange of ownership 
more efficient and flexible.”

The Elders Online Global Wool 
Auction is held monthly and provides 
local and international wool buyers, 
exporters and woollen mills the ability 
to purchase wool from anywhere in 
the world, through a secure internet 
connection.

Momentum for Global Auction

The next global auctions will be on 26 May and 23 June. For queries or 
clarifications on the Global Auction, including suitable types, phone Colin 
Donohue at Elders National Wool Selling Centre on (03) 8325 7006.

During April, Elders hosted 
30 major wool producers 
from Australia, New Zealand 
and South Africa on a 12-
day tour through the key 
wool processing factories 
and regions of China.

The aim of the tour was 
to expose the group to 
the complete wool supply 
chain from arrival of wool 
at the port, through every 
stage of the processing 
cycle, and ultimately to the 
export or retail end of the 
final garments.

Spending time with the key operators of major woollen mills and wool 
buying merchants was also a critical way of exchanging market views, 
discussing production and quality aspects.

The tour is an educational, market development and marketing exercise, 
utilising the Elders group’s knowledge and contacts within agribusinesses 
in China to link Australian primary producers to the end customers. 

As nearly 70 per cent of the Australian wool clip is now processed in China, 
understanding how this industry and country works is paramount to the 
Australian wool industry and the future of our growers. 

Elders is Australia’s largest wool broker, a major wool buyer and exporter 
of wool to China as well as holding a joint venture wool processing factory 
near Yantai, processing 10m/kg wool per year.

Peter and Rose McNeill, Europambela Merino 
stud, Walcha ‘on-tour’ in China.

The tour group, which included many NSW breeders, on The Great Wall during the 
Elders Wool China Tour.

Elders Wool China Tour 2008
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2008 Sydney and Canberra

Sydney Sheep Show
A massive 6-tooth ultrafine 
March-shorn ram, Grathlyn 
Triumph, has given the 
Grathlyn Merino stud of the 
Rayner family of Hargraves 
their first Sydney supreme 
Merino in 42 years of 
‘showing’ at the Sydney 
Sheep Show. 
While the well-known and 
highly successful stud has 
secured many other major 
awards, this was the one 
that eluded them.
Speaking on behalf of the judges, 
Will Roberts said, “You’ve got to look 
at what this ram is going to do for the 
industry.” He said it was a ram which 
would have an impact on its wool type 
and the Merino breed in general.
Sired by the stud’s 2005 Goulburn 
supreme exhibit, Triumph has only 
had one previous showing - earlier 
this year at the Great Southern 
Supreme Merinos Show in Canberra 
where it was reserve grand champion 
to the ultimate supreme exhibit.
Max Rayner Jnr paid tribute to his 
parents, Max Snr and Mollie praising 
their dedication and work ethic. He 
also said, “We all love the Sydney 
Royal. It has never been too much 
trouble to come to Sydney and we 
always budget for this annual trip.”
Earlier, in a moving acceptance 
speech Max had said, “The most 
wonderful thing is that we got our first 
supreme before either of my parents 
passed away.”

Photos this page courtesy The Land

Photos top to bottom:
• The Stonehaven Cup team of the 

McLaren family’s Nerstane, Woolbrook.
• Graham Wells, One Oak, Jerilderie with 

his grand champion ewe of the 2008 
Great Southern Supreme Merinos Show 
in Canberra.

• Grathlyn’s top priced ram of the Great 
Southern Sale, sold for $16,000.

• Four of the seven Sydney champions 
from Allison, Maurice and Joe van Eyk’s 
Shalimar Park, Wollun.

Mrs Mollie Rayner
To the great sorrow of so 
many, the highly respected 
and much-loved Mollie Rayner 
passed away on 23rd April, 
aged 89 years. The sympathy 
of all SMBA members goes 
to her husband, Max, their 
children Max Jnr, Sally 
Coddington, Sue Price and 
their families. 

FULL RESULTS
& MORE PHOTOS

2008 Sydney Sheep Show

2008 Great Southern 
Supreme Merinos Show

2008 Great Southern 
Supreme Merinos Ram Sale

www.merinonsw.com.au
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Welcome ...
To newly registered NSW studs:

• WANDEAN P F No 1372
 Riverina Wool, “Stirling Park”
 Stirling Park Road, Mathoura

• BULGANDRI P F No 1374
 L K Mathews & Sons, “Ronavis”, Trigg Road, Rand

President’s Message

contest the National Pairs Title in 
Bendigo in July.

Special thanks to our chief steward 
Graham Privett, all his stewards and 
our announcers for a splendid job.

Since I last wrote I have been 
privileged to visit or judge at 
various field days and hogget ewe 
competitions and in every instance 
these were marvellous showcases 
of our great industry. I encourage all 

stud breeders to take the opportunity to leave home base 
and have a look at what other breeders are doing.

The four young Merino breeders who represented NSW 
at the SA Leadership Course have come home fully 
enthused and anxious to contribute to our industry in the 
future. I am hoping to involve more of our young breeders 
in meaningful ways if council will approve - they are our 
future!

The mulesing issue continues to confuse and divide 
with lopsided reporting and sensationalism and general 
grandstanding. Certainly it is a big issue and we must 
acknowledge that the world is changing rapidly in a 
greener way, but hopefully matters are in hand to appease 
most of the animal ethics lobby and little more can be done 
at present. The use of pain relief at mulesing is the stated 
position of NSW SMBA and the Australian body, and as 
such, I would encourage you all to follow this procedure. 
Whilst it is good animal welfare practice it also shows 
the world that we really do care about our animals. If the 
breeding of barer breeches is the way to go, time will only 
tell. Unfortunately there have been too many spokesmen 
on the issue of mulesing, many of them ill-informed and 
the press and radio thrive on division in an industry. I would 
ask you all to think of the industry as a whole during this 
debate.

There is a great deal of confusion and worry amongst our 
flock breeders. We have to assure them that the future 
remains positive in spite of present difficulties.

Thank you to all my fellow councillors and stud breeders 
for your help and support during the past 12 months. Once 
again I am indebted to Carol, Mae and Carol-Ann for their 
great contribution to our industry.

Rob Lindsay
President NSW SMBA

(Continued from page 1)

 26 to 28 August 2008
McInnes Pavilion, Dubbo Showground

Entries Close 7 July 2008
Over $45,000 in prizes

Judging Commences: 10.00 a.m. Tuesday 26 August
 8.30 a.m. Wednesday 27 August

Auction Commences: 11.00 a.m. Thursday 28 August

Judging of the Rabobank Supreme Australian Ram
Cocktail Party - Wednesday 27 August

Enquiries:

Amber Wallace, secretary, ph (02) 6884 4881
Email: admin@dubboramsale.com.au

Angus Beveridge, chairman, ph (02) 6848 5815
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EWES news

Temora
Sixteen teams of 15 maiden ewes were 
represented in this year’s Moses & Son 
Temora Maiden Ewe Competition, judged 
by Steve Phillips, Yarrawonga, Harden 
and Jason Southwell, Canowindra.
The winning team was that of Keith and 
Debra Lord, “Homeview”, Junee whose 
flock of Willandra blood ewes is classed 
by Willandra principal, Ross Wells, 
Jerilderie.
Parkes
At the ninth annual Parkes Merino Ewe 
Competition Craig and Liz Tanswell of 
“Milpose”, Goonumbla recorded their 
second consecutive victory with their 
Egelabra-blood ewes, classed by Andy 
McLeod, Dubbo. 
Judges Jason Southwell, Orange and 
Cam Armstrong, Cassilis Park, Cassilis 
awarded the runner-up prize to the 
Carter family, “Daisy Bank”, Mandagery 
who run Roseville Park-blood ewes
Bookham
Nine flocks were placed before judges 
Guy Evans, Tara Park, Boorowa and 
Patrick Davis, Demondrille, Harden at 
this year’s Bookham Agricultural Bureau 
Merino Ewe Competition. The winning 
flock was shown by Sam and Rowena 
Weir, “Ildemere”, Bowning who are on 
Bogo blood. 
Runner-up, and winner of the separate 
competition where competitors draft 
their top 10 per cent, was Caroline 
Spittle, “Kingslea”, Bookham with 
Grogansworth-blood ewes.
Lake Cargelligo
John, Peter and Robert Templeton, “Blair 
Athol”, Naradhan secured their second 
successive win in the Lake Cargelligo 
Maiden Ewe Competition.
This was the third competition win for the 
Templetons whose flock is classed by 
Alison Rosewarne, Woodstock. Second-
placed was the entry of Justin and 
Natalie McCarten, “Glen Echo”, Rankins 
Springs with a flock classed by Michael 
Elmes, Narrandera.
Third place went to Maree and Mandy 
Stockman, “Forest Lodge”, Gubbata for 
their Charinga/Ninuenook blood ewes 
classed by Ian Lilburne of Hay.
The nine entries were this year assessed 
by Russell Jones, Darriwell, Trundle and 
Ross Wells, Willandra, Jerilderie.
Riverina
At this year’s Peppin-Shaw Riverina Ewe 
Flock Competition, Dan and Natalie 
Dowling, “Merritop”, Hay outclassed 11 
other entries to take the honours with 
their Sims Uardry blood flock, classed 
by Ian Lilburne, Hay.
The Pooginook-blood flock of Bert and 
Liz Matthews, “Bedarbidgal”, Hay was 

placed second. Classer is Rob Russell, 
Ballarat, Victoria. 
In third place was the entry of Elizabeth, 
Maurice and Robert Gibson, “Croidon”, 
Hay.
Judges for this year’s competition were 
Robert Ashby, Old Ashrose, Hallett and 
Andries Pienaar, Klipplaatsfontein, South 
Africa along with associate judge, Kate 
Munro, Woodpark, Jerilderie.
Henty
The 13th annual Henty and District 
Merino Breeders Association Merino 
ewe competition attracted eight entries 
to place before judges Bob Walters, 
Middle View, Dalgety and Sally Martin, 
DPI sheep and wool officer, Young.
First place went to Harold Dew of 
“Avalon”, Mangoplah whose flock is 
based on Merryville blood.
In second place was Steven McRorie, 
“Kilbirnie”, Yerong Creek and third was 
the entry of John and Traci Driscoll, 
“Eladnova”, The Rock.
Condobolin
Condobolin’s 28th annual Don Brown 
Memorial Merino Ewe Competition has 
been won by the Pooginook-blood entry 
of John and Anthea Sutherland, “East 
Borambil”, classed by Neville Kelly.
Runner-up was the entry of Barry and 
Harold Crouch and families, “Milby” on 
Glendonald blood, classed by Gordon 
McMaster. Third place went to winners  
of the last four years, Jon and Colleen 
L’Estrange, “Inglewood” for Genanegie 
blood ewes, classed by Barry Crouch.
Returning judge was Andries Pienaar, 
Klipplaatsfontein Merinos, Colesberg, 
South Africa who was joined by Roger 
Polkinghorne, Charinga, Berrimal, 
Victoria and associate was 2007 RAS/
ASC NSW Merino Judging Competition 
winner, Daniel Rayner of Pomanara, 
Sallys Flat.

Trundle
Top honours at the Ted Little Memorial 
Merino Ewe Competition went to 
Dominique Nixon and son, James, 
“Leewang”, Yarrabandai whose flock is 
classed by Tom Kirk, Condobolin. 
In second position was the entry of Tom 
and Arthur Medcalf, “Redcliffe”, Trundle 
and third went to Gary, Narelle and Bert 
Sunderland, “Currajong Park”, Fifield. 
The Nixon entry also went on to take out 
the Central West Group Ewe Competition 
ahead of the winners of the Parkes and 
Condobolin competitions.
Boorowa
John Green of “Kalinda”, Boorowa 
has won this year’s Boorowa Show 
Society and Boorowa Merino Breeders 
Association 20th annual flock ewe 
competition. His Roseville Park/
Wendouree blood flock is classed by his 
son, Andrew. 
Judges of the 11 entries, Allan 
Dawson, Winyar Merinos, Canowindra 
and Anthony Shepherd, Shepherd 
Operations, Molong, awarded second 
place to Tom McGrath and sons, 
“Hopefield”, Boorowa and third to Danny 
McGrath, “Clearview”, Boorowa.
Berridale
The 13 entries in the Berridale Ag Bureau 
Monaro Merino Ewe Competition were 
judged in early May by sheep classers, 
John Coy, Dubbo and Tom Kirk, 
Condobolin. 
Overall winners were Brett and Jane 
Constance whose flock is on Yarrawonga 
blood.
In second place the flock of Dean Incher 
and Peter Clugston also won the section 
for under 500 sheep in the medium/
strong section.
The fine wool section was won by Geoff 
and Helen Litchfield who were also 
placed third overall.

A Judicious Line-up: Nine current and former judges of the Don Brown Memorial Merino 
Ewe Competition were present at this year’s event. Pictured from left are Steve Phillips, 
Deniliquin; Daniel Rayner (2008 associate), Pomanara, Sallys Flat; Andries Pienaar (2007-
08), Klipplaatsfontein, South Africa; Graham Black, Awapiri, Blenheim, NZ; Ross Wells, 
Willandra, Jerilderie; Chris Bowman, “Nulabor”, Hay; Graham Wells, One Oak, Jerilderie; 
and Roger Polkinghorne (2008), Charinga, Berrimal, Vic. (In attendance but absent from 
photo, Stephen Swain, Genanegie, Peak Hill).




