
Merino Excellence 2020
Conference & Tours

New Zealand is highly regarded for its exceptional high-quality fine Merino wool. This 
Conference and associated tour programme will provide the opportunity for you to 
see, discuss, learn and compare notes not only about finewool but also New Zealand’s 
innovative sheep farming systems, and agriculture in general. 

The tour will commence in Christchurch and head north, taking in Merino studs, farm visits 
and spectacular scenery throughout North Canterbury, Marlborough, the West Coast. 
Then head south to Cromwell in Central Otago where the Conference will be held, timed 
to coincide with the Upper Clutha A & P Show in Wanaka.  The Central Otago is a fantastic 
region for this event, with a wide variety of sights and activities to enjoy.

From Cromwell you will head north into the renowned Mackenzie Country. Here you will 
visit several Merino Studs, many with the panoramic background of the awe-inspiring 
Southern Alps and aqua-blue hydro lakes. After a night in Twizel, continue further north 
across the diverse farmland of the Canterbury Plains to Christchurch for your final night. 

7 - 19 March 2020

Cromwell, New Zealand

EARLY-BIRD PRICE $4995pp

Price after 31 October 2019 $5250pp



Email: info@farmtofarm.co.nz  www.farmtofarm.co.nz 

Saturday 7 March 2020   
Arrive into CHRISTCHURCH, SOUTH ISLAND, NZ
Arrive into Christchurch, the largest city and Gateway to 
the South Island. Explore the “Garden City”, currently 
going through a dramatic modernization phase with many 
new buildings and features currently under construction.

Make your own way to the Christchurch hotel (TBA).
Assemble at the hotel for drinks prior to a welcome 
dinner. An opportunity to meet and chat with with your 
international and New Zealand merino industry colleagues.

Meals: - - D 
Overnight:  Christchurch hotel

Sunday 8 March 2020  
CHRISTCHURCH - BLENHEIM
After breakfast, depart the city through the attractive 
rolling farmland of North Canterbury to the small village 
of Cheviot. After a short break here, travel nearby to “The 
Gums” to have your first look at the stock on this well 
established Merino Stud. 

This afternoon travel to Kaikoura, a small town in a 
picturesque location between 3000m high mountains 
and the sea, which has become an important tourist 
destination, especially to view the amazing marine life 
which is found off-shore. After a break here, continue 
along the picturesque coast on to Blenheim in the heart of 
the Marlborough wine country!

Meals: B - D 
Overnight:  Blenheim hotel

Merino Excellence 2020
Conference & Tours

Cromwell, New Zealand

DRAFT PROGRAMME
Meals: B = Breakfast, L = Lunch, D = Dinner

Monday 9 March 2020   
MARLBOROUGH/BLENHEIM 
After breakfast, a tour around Marlborough with visits to 
leading merino studs in the Awatere River valley. The dry, 
warm environment of Marlborough, coupled with the free 
draining river valleys and mountainous terrain suits fine 
wool production. Visits will include Blairich Stud combined 
with Awapiri, Upcot Station and the combined studs of 
Middlehurst/Muller. 

A BBQ lunch will be enjoyed on farm so you can experience 
some great country hospitality. Later return to Blenheim 
for a second night. 

Meals: B, L -
Overnight:  Blenheim hotel

Tuesday 10 March 2020  
MARLBOROUGH/BLENHEIM  - FRANZ JOSEF
This morning depart Blenheim alongside the Waiau River 
inland into the rugged mountains and river valleys of 
the Southern Alps via the Lewis Pass. The West Coast is 
historically renowned for its timber production, gold and 
coal mining.

The West Coast is a much wetter environment due to the 
prevalence of the moisture laden westerly winds from the 
Tasman Ocean. These weather patterns rise up and over 
the Southern Alps producing heavy precipitation on the 
western flank of the mountains and narrow strip of flatter 
land adjacent to the ocean. This has resulted in dense 
temperate rain forest on much of the coast, some of which 
has been converted to pasture for beef and dairy farming.

A break for lunch and a stop in at Punakaiki and the Pancake 
Rocks along the way, then continue southwards via the 
towns of Greymouth and Hokitika to the Glacial country 
and Franz Josef.

Meals: B - D 
Overnight:  Franz Josef hotel



Wednesday 11 March 2020   
FRANZ JOSEF - CROMWELL
After an early morning opportunity to look at the Franz 
Josef Glacier (maybe by helicopter - wallet and weather 
permitting!). Head south along the coastline and through 
rainforest, then and east through the Haast Pass to Central 
Otago. The environment is much drier on this side of the 
mountains with Merino sheep farming prevalent, especially 
around Lakes Hawea, Wanaka and Dunstan. 

We will stop for a lunch break along the way, then continiue 
on to Cromwell, where you will be based for the next few 
nights for the Conference and attendance at the Wanaka 
Show. Dinner upon arrival.

Meals: B - D 
Overnight:  Cromwell hotel

Thursday 12 March 2020  
CROMWELL
All day - Merino Excellence 2020 Conference in Cromwell. 

(Optional tours or activities available for partners) 

Meals: B, L, D 
Overnight:  Cromwell hotel

Email: info@farmtofarm.co.nz  www.farmtofarm.co.nz 

Friday 13 March 2020  
CROMWELL - WANAKA - CROMWELL
Depart today for the ‘Wanaka Show’ - Upper Clutha A&P 
Show. This is the second largest Show in the South Island 
and an ideal event to catch up with fellow Merino farmers 
and to gain a wonderful overview of sheep and wool, as 
well as rural life in general. Central Otago is a fantastic 
region for this event, with a wide variety of sights and 
activities to enjoy Later return to Cromwell for a second 
night. 

Meals: B - -  
Overnight:  Cromwell hotel 

Saturday 14 March 2020   
CROMWELL - WANAKA - CROMWELL
An opportunity to return to the A&P Show at Wanaka for 
a second visit or you may wish to partake in alternative 
activities.  Your choice of lunch and dinner venues today.

Meals: B - - 
Overnight:  Cromwell hotel



Wednesday 18 March 2020   
TWIZEL - CHRISTCHURCH
Your last day of touring heading north and east again. 
Before departing the Mackenzie basin, visit local Merino 
farms combined at 2 sites.

Leaving the wide open basin of the Mackenzie Country, 
continue over Burkes Pass to the productive flat land of 
the Canterbury Plains. With the potential productivity 
enhanced, especially over the last 20-30 years by several 
large community irrigation schemes, this region has been 
largely converted from dryland sheep and crop farms to 
irrigated dairy farms.

Continue north to Christchurch, having completed a circuit 
of the South Island. 

Meals: B, L - 
Overnight:  Christchurch hotel

Thursday 19 March 2020  
Depart from CHRISTCHURCH
Tour ends after breakfast.  Depart for homeports.
(or you may wish to extend your stay in New Zealand).

Meals: B - -

Email: info@farmtofarm.co.nz  www.farmtofarm.co.nz 

Sunday 15 March 2020
CROMWELL - Free day with options
Today is a free. There are many things to do in this region 
including a visit to nearby Queenstown or a trip or flight  
through to Milford or Doubtful Sounds. (Additional cost)

Alternatively you may wish to visit some local vineyards to 
sample the excellent pinot noir wine the region produces. 
Other local attractions inlcude; the Highlands Motorsport 
Park, Warbirds and Wheels Museum, whisky distillery 
in the Cardrona Valley – maybe with lunch at the nearby 
historic Cardrona Hotel!

Meals: B - -
Overnight:  Cromwell hotel

Monday 16 March 2020  
CROMWELL - MANIATOTO - CROMWELL
Today head south past Lake Dunstan to the Maniototo, a 
region bounded by the Kakanui and Rock and Pillar ranges. 
Visit local merino studs today in this region where irrigation 
has allowed land use diversification over the last 30 years. 
Return to Cromwell.

Meals: B, L -
Overnight:  Cromwell hotel

Tuesday 17 March 2020  
CROMWELL - TWIZEL
This morning depart north through the dry river flats and 
hills of Central Otago into the Mackenzie Country in the 
province of Canterbury. Combined merino stud visits are 
arranged at 2 sites around Twizel/Omarama.

Twizel was initially set up as a base for the workers who 
built the hydro dams and electricity network throughout 
the region, utilising the abundant waters from the Southern 
Alps around our highest peak, Aoraki Mount Cook.

Meals: B, L, D
Overnight:  Twizel hotel



Toll Free 0800 38 38 747  www.farmtofarm.co.nz 
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APPLICATION FORM - FULL PROGRAMME      

TRAVELLER ONE:        Title:         
Full Name: (as per passport)

Preferred Name: 

Please complete and return to Farm To Farm Tours with your deposit:

Postal and Courier Address:

    Postcode:  
Phone:  (       )   Cell:
Email: 

Rooming Details:  (Please tick)

Single  Singles, do you wish to share?    Yes       No

Double  If sharing, please add name: 

Twin

Medical Conditions/Allergies:  
*Travellers must be fit & capable of walking at least 3-4km unassisted

Emergency Contact:
Name:
Phone:  (     )

*Please complete and sign the form overleaf.......C

TRAVELLER TWO:        Title:         
Full Name: (as per passport)

Preferred Name: 

Postal and Courier Address:

    Postcode:  
Phone:  (       )   Cell:
Email: 

Medical Conditions/Allergies:  
*Travellers must be fit & capable of walking at least 3-4km unassisted

Emergency Contact:
Name:
Phone:  (     )

Our Ref:

Rooming Details:  (Please tick)

Single  Singles, do you wish to share?    Yes       No

Double  If sharing, please add name: 

Twin

APPLICATION FOR CONFERENCE ONLY:      
If you are only wishing to participate in the Merino Excellence 2020 Conference only, please note: The conference details 
will be available in due course. There is a fee NZ$400 for Conference Attendence only. The conference attendence is 
included for those participating in the full programme as outlined herein. 
PLEASE EMAIL US SO WE CAN SEND YOU THE INFORMATION WHEN IT BECOMES AVAILABLE. LIMITED NUMBERS.

‘MERINO EXCELLENCE 2020’ CONFERENCE & TOURS NEW ZEALAND MARCH 2020

ATTENDEE ONE:      Title:         
Name: 
Email Address: 
Postal Address:

Town/City:
Post code: 

ATTENDEE TWO:      Title:         
Name: 
Email Address: 
Postal Address:

Town/City:
Post code: 

*Please complete and sign the form overleaf.......C



DEPOSIT PAYMENT OPTIONS: 
 Cheque (payable to Farm To Farm Tours Ltd)
 
 Direct Credit
 Account Name: Farm To Farm Tours Ltd
 Account No:  03 - 0674 - 0012470 - 91
 Swift/Sort Code: WPACNZ2W
 * Please include your surname as a reference.
 
 Credit Card
 Visa  Mastercard
 Card Number

 Expiry Date:        /          /
 Cardholder’s Name:
 Cardholder’s Signature:
 Authority to charge in the amount of:                  * PLUS a 2.75% credit card processing fee

DEPOSIT: 
Please ensure you have completed both sides of this form and enclose:
Deposit of NZ$500 per person        (Please tick on completion)    I/We wish to attend conference only       Payment for $400 included

TOUR APPLICATION FORM continued...      

AGREEMENT: 
I/We have read and accept the booking terms and conditions on behalf of all travellers listed:

Signature:            Date:         /     /    Signature:         Date:         /     / 

Toll Free 0800 38 38 747  www.farmtofarm.co.nz 
Box 239, 92 Victoria St, Rangiora, 7440, Ph +64 (0)3 313 5855, Fax +64 (0)3 313 5596, Email: info@farmtofarm.co.nz

PLEASE RETURN TO:

Farm To Farm Tours
Box 239
Rangiora 7440
New Zealand
or email: info@farmtofarm.co.nz

HOW DID YOU FIND OUT ABOUT THIS TOUR? 
      Merino Org  FTF Email Friend  Facebook         Web Search Previous FTF Travel 
      Other (Please comment):

Check us out on 
Facebook and Instagram

MERINO EXCELLENCE 2020 CONFERENCE & TOURS 
NEW ZEALAND MARCH 2020

l   Accommodation in good quality 3-4 I hotels/motor lodges
l    Land transportation by quality tour coach
l    Farm and technical visits, conference & Wanaka A+P Show
     as specified in itinerary
l    Meals specified as included
l    Entries to visitor attractions specified in itinerary
l    Tour booklet, maps and NZ information
l    NZ Agricultural specialist tour manager 
Please note: 
- This is an English-speaking tour.
- This tour commences in Christchurch 7 March 2020.
* This itinerary is and remains the intellectual property of Farm To Farm Tours Ltd. 

CONFERENCE & TOUR INCLUSIONS:



Toll Free 0800 38 38 747  www.farmtofarm.co.nz 
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IMPORTANT: By paying the deposit you accept the following terms and conditions - please read carefully prior to booking:

Tour Price: (NZ$ per person)
Cash price twin share: ‘EARLY BIRD’ price: $4995 / AFTER 31 OCTOBER 2019: $5,250*         Single supplement: $1250

The price of the tour is based on twin share accommodation. If you wish to share but do not have someone to share with, we may be able to 
assist. If not, it may be necessary to charge the single supplement.
Inclusions:
- Christchurch, returning to Christchurch tour programme
- Hotel/lodge accommodation     
- Meals “BLD” as per itinerary       

DEPARTURE POINT
This tour commences in Christchurch, New Zealand. Flights to and from New Zealand are not included.

*PRICING
The price is based on New Zealand dollars. Farm To Farm Tours Ltd reserves the right to amend the price to reflect changes in exchange rates, fuel and 
tariffs beyond our control. The price and inclusions are based on a minimum of 45 paying travellers and the price or itinerary may be amended if the 
group does not reach this number.
The tour price is based on payment by cheque, cash or direct credit.  For payments by credit card, a full retail price will apply which is an additional 2.75%.

PAYMENT & CANCELLATION
A non-refundable deposit of $500 per person is payable on booking. The balance is required 6 weeks prior to tour commencement. If it is necessary to 
cancel your tour, monies will be refunded less a cancellation fee (per person) as follows: 
More than 8 weeks before departure - Deposit
Between 6 and 8 weeks before departure - 40%
Between 6 and 4 weeks before departure - 60%
Less than 4 weeks before departure - No refund 
An additional fee may apply to offset any booking, communication or administration charges already incurred by us. You may also be required to pay 
cancellation fees imposed by our Suppliers.
After the tour has commenced no refunds are available for unused portions of the tour programme.
In the event of insufficient bookings 8 weeks before commencement of the tour, the tour may be cancelled with a full refund of your deposit.

INSURANCE
Full travel insurance is recommended for all travellers.  Please ensure your insurance policy is in place by the time you make payment for the tour. 

PASSPORT/VISA
It is your responsibility to ensure you have a current and valid passport and entry visa(s) where required.  Some countries require 6 months validity 
beyond the date of return.  Farm To Farm Tours Ltd does not accept responsibility for any traveller refused entry to any country.

FURTHER TERMS
Farm To Farm Tours Ltd contracts services as agent of the traveller and shall not be liable for any injury, death, damage, loss, accident, delay or irregular 
additional expense or liability occasioned to any person or property howsoever caused or arising whether due to the act, neglect, default or otherwise 
of any such person or their agents or resulting directly or indirectly from acts of God, acts of terrorism, dangers, incidents of the air, land or sea, 
fire, breakdown in machinery or equipment, acts of governments or other authorities, wars, riots, strikes, insurrections, theft, pilferage, epidemics, 
pandemics, quarantine, medical or customs or other regulations, delays and cancellations of or changes in itinerary or schedules or over-booking, 
improper or insufficient passport, visa or other travel documents or by any other cause.
Farm To Farm Tours Ltd prepared this itinerary in good faith and it remains the property of Farm To Farm Tours Ltd.  Farm To Farm Tours Ltd will endeavour 
to provide services as described but reserves the right to cancel or alter any tour itinerary should it, in the opinion of the principals, be warranted or 
become necessary to do so and, in particular, by reason of adverse weather conditions, road conditions or any unforeseen circumstances.
Farm To Farm Tours Ltd reserves the right to decline to accept any person on any tour.
Farm To Farm Tours Ltd shall not be liable or responsible to any person in the event of dissatisfaction with tour services or be liable or responsible for any 
disappointment, distress, vexation or loss of enjoyment arising from any act or omission whatsoever.
Farm To Farm Tours Ltd shall not be liable for any loss or expense arising from any statement, advice or recommendation made by the tour escort or any 
other servant or supplier of the business, and shall not be responsible for any business or commercial decision made by any person as a result of any 
such statement, advice or recommendation.

PRIVACY & MARKETING
Travellers consent to Farm To Farm Tours Ltd using personal information supplied for purposes associated with the operation of the tour.  Travellers 
consent to Farm To Farm Tours Ltd using images of travellers taken during the tour for advertising and promotional purposes.

VARIATIONS 
Should tour members wish to extend their travel and vary return flights, stopovers or other arrangements, we are happy to assist but an administration 
charge may be charged. Passengers depart New Zealand as a group unless an alternative arrangement is agreed with Farm To Farm Tours.

POSSIBLE TAXATION ADVANTAGES
The special interest farming segment of this tour is designed to inform and educate participants about trends and opportunities relevant to farmers’ 
occupational activity. Taxation savings on the advertised price may be available for bona-fide farmers subject to IRD approval. Please see your accountant 
for advice.
The receipt of a booking form and/or deposit payment by the traveler (or their agent) to Farm To Farm Tours Ltd shall be deemed as consent to the above 
conditions.

- Farm visits and entries as per itinerary
- Land travel by coach
- English speaking guide/driver guide
- NZ Tour Director(s) where a minimum of 45 paying travellers

TERMS AND CONDITIONS (Full programme) MERINO EXCELLENCE 2020 CONFERENCE & TOURS 
NEW ZEALAND MARCH 2020


